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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-0436
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Clark
Date of Introduction: June 9, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: June 11, 2015
Type of Action: Approval of a temporary moratorium
Bill Summary: This bill approves the temporary moratorium (180 days) on the issuance of any development order for, or the allowance of, the growing, processing or dispensing of Low-THC Cannabis, also known as medical marijuana; and requests one cycle emergency passage.
Background Information:  The Florida Legislature enacted Section 381.986, Florida Statutes known as the Compassionate Medical Cannabis Act of 2014. The Act allows the use of low-THC cannabis by qualified patients (primarily cancer patients and those suffering from severe and persistent seizures and muscle spasms) for medical use when ordered by a Florida physician. The Act directed that one dispensing organization be located in each of the five regions (northwest Florida, northeast Florida, central Florida, southeast Florida and southwest Florida) of the state to assure statewide accessibility. 
The purpose of this bill is to allow time for an in-depth review of the City’s current laws governing the siting and construction of any type of dispensing organization and to propose comprehensive revisions as needed in order to protect public health, safety and welfare of the City of Jacksonville.  

Policy Impact Area: Planning and Development Department
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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